the beautiful and flowing forms of the
recurring design and the exquisitely
modulated calligraphic text from the Holy
Quran are aesthetically most satisfying,

angles between the
four liwans are occupied by the buildings
of the four schools of thought in Islam,
Hanafi, Shafai, Malaki, and Hambali. In
the south-east liwan there is a beautiful
mihrab and a handsome mimbar or pulpit
from which Sultan Hassan used to address
"Khutba" (the friday sermon) to his
people. From this liwan two splendid
bronze doors with gold encrustations
lead into a funeral chamber of superb
proportions crowned with a cupola.
The transition from the square sub-
structure to the octagon of the dome
is accomplished by honey comb-stalactite-
pendentives. It also has a mihrab of
marble mosaic and its walls are faced with
rich marble panels. The tomb of the
Sultan is quite plain and is surrounded by
a wooden lattice. The lower portion of

170